 Standard Terminology
Standard Terminology – The culminating activity when the individual or group has completed the presentations of the “Mini Moment of the Standard.

Objective – A personal evaluation of the in depth knowledge of terminology gained during the Mini-Moments presentation as it pertains to the Shetland Sheepdog Standard.

Activity – Following the last presentation of the mini-moments of the standard have this activity as the full program for that meeting.

    Pass out this list of terms of the Standard and give everyone 10-20 minutes to write out their personal understanding of the definition of these terms.

    After everyone seems to be finished, lead a discussion in which the presenter is sure that all aspects of the following answer sheet are covered. Preferably by people volunteering to share answers from their sheets rather than the presenter reading off these answers.

   The answers (or definitions) are a compilation of definitions provided by ten or more top breeders and breeder judges. We have not included terms that are standard like stifle or muzzle, as these are fairly universal terms. What this committee has included are the terms that can have varying ways of interpreting and applying them to the AKC Standard of the Shetland Sheepdog.

Print out the following words:

1. Agile

2. Sturdy

3. Substance

4. Sound

5. Conspicuous

6. Degenerate

7. Washed Out

8. Moderate

9. 50% white

10. Reserved

11. Alert

12. Abundant

13. Balance

14. Expression

15. Refined

16. Obliquely

17. Intelligent

18. Symmetrical
19. Permissible

20. Prominent

Answers:

   The following are the definitions of the words as gathered by the Member Education Committee from ten top breeders and/or breeder judges plus the members of the committee. I am not identifying the contributors nor am I repeating duplication of definitions. If it appears multiple times on the sheets of the people who were asked to help it is only listed once.

The club members, who are self-checking their own sheets, will want to review their answers to see if their definition is covered by someone in the selected answers group. They may determine for themselves if they are near to understanding the term or need to do more research and asking of questions.

1. Agile – able to control its body quickly (change directions, turn), light on its feet, sharpness of mind that allows the dog to react quickly to outside stimuli, able to maneuver quickly and with ease.

2. Sturdy – good bone (correct bone), muscle tone, no weakness or unsoundness in any of the limbs (i.e. weak hocks, toeing in or out), any of the structural or movement faults would take away from the dog’s sturdiness, must be functional.

3. Substance – bone and muscle tone as befits the dog whether it is 13 inches or 16 inches, male or female; sufficient body mass, bone and muscle.

4. Sound – free of physical and mental defects, stable, well constructed.

5. Conspicuous – Obvious, able to see without touching the dog, stands out.

6. Degenerate – not genetically correct by the standard, doesn’t look natural; dry, dull, faded, no natural sheen, unhealthy looking.

7. Washed out – Pale, faded, lacking brilliance, lacking pigmentation.

8. Moderate – not extreme as in too excessive or too slight, medium in size or amount, each part in symmetry to the whole.

9. 50% white - how do you determine this feature - includes all area of the dog from nose to toes to tail, view the dog in sections and try to decide if each section in more than 50% color: such as head section, body, legs and neck section (each side), tail section, then it becomes a judgment call; half of the whole dog is white.

10. Reserved – aloof; watchful, accepting, but not overtly friendly; disinterested in strangers, but not to the point of shaking or showing signs of nervousness; cautious without showing fear.

11. Alert – Interested, watchful, responsive, bright, aware.

12. Abundant – a great amount, but not excessive. Abundant coat should be full and protective without being excessive and hiding the dogs true shape; plentiful without being excessive.

13. Balance – all parts being in proportion to each other. No part being heavier or lighter (bigger or smaller) than the rest of the dog, correct flowing outline pleasing proportion, each part contributing to the whole.

14. Expression – the look of the face made by the shape, size and placement of the facial features and ears; reflection of the inner character.

15. Refined – free of exaggerated parts or features; smooth, finished, polished, balanced features such as bone, head, etc.

16. Obliquely – slanting; in eyes, a set that has the eyes set at an angle to the side of the skull, not facing directly forward not completely to the side, but on an angle.

17. Intelligent – an intelligent expression shows a certain amount of depth in the eyes that indicates that the dog is aware of and responsive to his surroundings; smart, quick, bright.

18. Symmetrical – uniform on both sides, in harmony with all parts, pleasing proportions.

19. Permissible – allowed; (conversely – not permissible is not allowed and as close to a severe fault or disqualification as it can be.)

20. Prominent – obvious, sticks out so it can be easily seen, drawing attention to.

