                             STEWARDING

1. Be sure you know from the Chief Ring Steward that you are expected to steward and what is the time, date, and ring number.

2. Arrive 45 minutes early.

Park, check in with the superintendent’s table and collect the ring bag for your ring.

3. Use the restroom and go directly to your ring so you can open that ring 30 minutes prior to the start of judging.

4. Set up you stewards table before beginning to give out armbands.

a. Put your armband groups in order of the breeds on the judging schedule.

b. Open the rubber bands and put out about half of them.

c.  Put a rubber band in the catalog at the first page of each breed being judged in that ring.

d. Lay out the ribbon holds and check to see there are enough ribbons, trophies or trophy cards and rosettes (if given) as specified in the catalog. Organize the trophy card in order by breeds being judges.

e. Put out the exhibitors catalog and mark it as the table catalog so it does “walk away”.

f. Place the judge’s book on the judge’s side of the in ring table – far thest from the ring entrance.

g. Do not let the exhibitor look at you steward’s catalog.

h. Give out armbands one at a time and put a small check next to the number when an armband is picked up. Place an “A” or “AB” next to the number of a dog that has been reported as absent.


5. When the judge arrives:

a. Introduce yourself – name only. Breed only if the judge asks.  No Long Talks about yourself.

b. Ask where the judge wants the table if used.

c. Do you want the dogs in catalog order?

d. Where do you want the dog to line up? Single dog class immediately on the table or do you want them on the floor first?

e. Do you want absentee armband place on your book?

f. Do you want dogs before bitches in the Specials class?

g. When do you want to take photos?

h. How do you want to handle late arrivals and/or handler changes?

i. Check you watch against the judge’s watch. Judge’s is right.

j. Do you want coffee, tea, pop or water from the hospitality cart or cooler?

6. Keep in Mind:

a. Never let the judge see your catalog!!!!!

b. Never let it seem as if you are discussing the judging process and selections

c. Never mark the judge’s book.

d. Never hand out ribbons or trophies

e. Never argue with an exhibitor. Stay calm

f. Always find out early how to work the walkie-talkie is available.

g. Always verify your marking of ring placements against the judge’s book. As the judge is marking his book, mark your catalog placing 1, 2, 3, 4, next to the numbers of the dogs so place. I find it helpful to also circle the number of the number 1 dog so you can easily identify the #1’s to bring in in reverse order for the winners class.

h. Always check with the judge between breeds to see if they need something. Especially water.

i. Do not become involved with discussions with people outside the ring. Focus on what is going on in the ring.

j. Dress appropriately. Clean slacks, shirt, sweater up to what you would wear in the ring to show your dog.

k. You should have read the latest AKC Rules and Regs so you are aware of possible problems and what to do.

