SHOW PREP GROOM 

     FEET AND COAT

Start with a clean dog - 

   We bathe the dog three to five days prior to the show 

   depends on coat type - a harsh stand off correct coat can be washed and blown dry two days before. 

                                    A softer coat need time to recover from the bathe and get some natural body back         

                                           brushing dry with a low heat - soft blowing dryer helps straighten the coat and               

                                           brush the body’s natural oils from the skin back into the coat.

                                                  PRODUCTS

                                           There are lots of products on the market that are touted as miracles for coat.  

                                           Creating the look and feel of Texture and abundance.

                                           Correct coat is genetic. The standard calls for a harsh stand off double coat that f

                                            fits the body.  If your dog is lacking in any of these traits you can spray product 

                                            on, but you rarely fool the judge.  Cool water sprayed into the correct coat is 

                                              best

                                           If you are going to use texturizer, hairspray, cinda products, etc.  Spray them at the base of the hair  in little amounts and brush them out through the coat as you line brush.  A little goes a long way.  YOU CAN BE EXCUSED FOR FOREIGN SUBSTANCE IN THE COAT, ON THE LEGS  , ON THE HEAD AND EARS. Proceed very carefully.!

                                              Mist the dog well with water

                                            Line brushing - begin at the top of the spine - brush the hair up until you have a line across the dog just below the spine - spray water into the line - brush another section of hair up toward the spine about 1/4 to 1/2 inch lower across the dog - when you have a line across the dog where you can almost see the skin (depending on how much undercoat the dog has) spray across that line.  Continue down the dog's coat until you reach the bottom of the rib cage. 

                                            Do the other side.

                                            Do the rear skirts

                                            Do the ruff - Start at the back of the neck and work your way down and around to the throat then do the other side.

                                            Comb out behind the ears and shorten any whispy ends with a thinning shears. One cut at a time

                            While the dog is brushed and sprayed and waiting for final touches I trim the feet. 

TRIMMING THE FEET

I am assuming that the dog’s feet are cared for on a regular basis 

                     Nails are kept short, hair between the toes underneath trimmed out, long tuffs kept under control

        Final foot work starts with another check on the nails. - trim them short

( how to trim back long nails may be said here)    - Brush all the hair on the foot out and upwards. 

  The Standard calls for an oval foot, not a long hare foot nor a round cat foot..  Depending on the shape of each dog’s foot, careful trimming can do much to enhance the foot.  ( remember you are going to chalk this foot prior to showing the dog so don’t trim to short at first.  Later some snips can be done after chalking to finish out the foot, but chalk in the hair will dull your scissors so try to do as much prior to chalking as you are comfortable with.

With the hair brushed up trim the excess hair off the top of the foot that is standing up from between the toes with a thinning shears  - make one or two cuts then brush down and check your work.  Brush up and continue with a few more cuts.  Keep checking - your can always make more cuts, but you can not replace the hair if you take too much.

             Lift the foot and trim around each pad the foot as a whole to remove any hair sticking out.  Set the foot down and look at your work.  A well turned out foot should look as if the hair grew that way naturally.

There are many techniques to try to make a bad foot look right, but again most judge’s are not fooled by too much hair left on the foot and brushed in various style with various amounts of chalk and hairspray.

 to cover up splay feet , round feet, flat feet or bad nails.

   Remember a judge only has about 1 ½ to 3 minutes to evaluate your dog.  If you want to stay in contention you must impress the judge from the start ( the moment you walk in the ring. )  All your attempts to display a dog with good qualities will be appreciated by  a good  judge.  

Final ring  prep - Go back and respray your dog to keep the moisture content of the coat at a certain level.  Remember where you are showing - In Colo we lose the coat moisture very quickly so we even come to ring side with our spray bottle and brushes to periodically spray and brush.  In a humid climate it is very easy to get a dog too wet and he won’t dry out sufficiently prior to entering  the ring.  A judge may excuse a dog the appears to have anything in the coat EVEN WATER!!!

NECKS - Back brushing can make the ruff stand up nicely and give a more arched look to the neck,  If you are going to back brush - do it at the base of the hair and not every strand of hair until the dog looks like he has an Elizabethan Collar on.  A dog with a neck of proper length and arch will look good with a little lift, but a no neck dog will often look even more stuffy

SCULPTING - It is very popular and very against the Standard.  It states we may trim the feet. hocks and ears.  Body sculpting has gotten out of hand and the ASSA has sent statements to all Sheltie judges asking them to refrain from rewarding this practice.  It is an attempt by the exhibitor to try to create a correct stand off coat and outline, usually on an incorrect dog.  I see nothing wrong with trimming a few hair on the neck and underline to bring a dog into to better balance if it has some scraggly hairs, but I do object excessive trimming.  REMEMBER - YOU MAY TRIM HAIR AND ADD PRODUCTS, BUT THEY ARE NOT GENETIC.  If you fool yourself you will be adding and trimming for generations

