Programs-in-a-box – Developing Virtue Concepts

Objectives:

1. Promote the idea of evaluating a Sheltie for the virtues you see as described in the official Standard.

2. Reinforcing the proper method of a hands-on examination while determining if this dog has this virtue.

3. Practice at placing a small group of dogs in order according to the virtues you find and how you weigh those virtues.

Points to cover:

1. Pick out five to ten virtues from the standard that you wish to cover in this session and list them on a sheet of paper using the exact words from the standard.

2. Give each person in the audience a copy of this sheet.

3. Have one breeder or breeder/judge in your group discuss each virtue and how to examine the dog to determine this virtue.

4. Answer questions as you proceed.

5. Place four Shelties on four grooming tables around the room and allow time for each person to do a table exam.

6. After examining the four dogs each person returns to their seat and rates each dog on each virtue.

7. At the bottom of the page have a place for 1.______ 2._______ 3._____, 4._____

Each person silently places the dogs in 1-4 order based on the five to ten virtues they found. Stress that they must only consider the virtues stated at the beginning of the program.

8. Tear off the bottom placements and turn them in to a tally person who will tally the general feelings as to how the dogs placed. Such as 1 got 4 votes for 1st, 2 got 10 votes for 1st, 3 got 5 votes for 1st, 4 got 1 vote for 1st.  

9. While the tally is being counted have two or three breeders volunteer to reveal how they voted and why they prized certain virtues. 

10. Reveal the results of the vote. Discuss the concept that judges will value certain virtues over others so that is why judges’ selections can differ on any weekend.

Homework:

   List ten virtues of each dog at home in your breeding program or that you are showing.

   Rank these virtues in their order of importance to you.

Sample Worksheet:

Virtues:                                                            Dog 1   Dog2     Dog3    Dog 4

1.Eyes, medium, dark, almond shaped rims    ____      ____      ____     _____ 

2. Cheeks flat                                                   ____      ____      ____     _____

3. Hock, short, straight from all views             ____     _____     ____     _____

4. Outer coat, long, harsh, straight                   ____      ____      ____     _____

5. Feet, oval, well arched, compact                 ____       ____     ____      _____

6. Upper arm at nearly right angle to shoulder____       ____     ____      _____

7. Croup, 30% gradually slope to the rear       ____       ____     ____      _____

8. Balance, so symmetrical that no part appears

out of proportion to the whole                         ____       ____     ____      _____

9. Ears, small flexible, placed high, carried

3/4s erect with tips breaking forward              ____       ____     ____      _____

10.Skull, flat, no prominence at nuchal crest  ____       ____     ____      _____

Placement of the four Shelties:

1. _______Arm band no.  Top reason____________________________________

2. _______ Arm band no. Top reason____________________________________

3. _______ Arm band no.  Top reason ____________________________________

4. _______ Arm band no.  Top reason____________________________________

Do not sign

Tear off and turn in to tally person

