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  The point schedule is determined for each breed in the different regions based on the number of that breed and sex that is shown the previous three years.

  The points are reestablished every April in the AKC Gazette.  And become effective in May.

      Important determining factors are:

                   What states are we included within the division for figuring the points

                             There are 12 Divisions - We are Division 8 and it includes the States of Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, No. Dakota, Oregon, So. Dakota, Utah. Washington, Wyoming.  At first glance that looks rather fair except for the large point shows in Washington and Oregon that raise our final total of dogs shown.

        This is the point schedules for 1999 by divisions

                        Division                              1pt                2pts               3pts                 4pts                5pts

                                                             dogs - bitches

1.  New England and New York                2 - 3              8 - 11           14 - 18            19 - 26           27 - 40

2.  Del, NJ, Ohio, Penn.                              2 - 4              9 - 11           16 - 19            22 - 26           33 - 40

3.  DC, Ky, My, NC, Tn, Vir, WV           2 - 3             11 - 13          19 - 23           24 - 32           34 - 50

4.  AL, Ark, FL. Ge, LA, Ms, SC             3 - 4            12 - 14           21 - 23           26 - 28           36 - 36  

5.  Ill, Ind, Mich                                         3 - 3              9 - 10           15 - 16           20 - 23           28 - 36

6.  IA, KS, MN, MO, NE, Wis                 3 - 2             11 - 12          18 - 22           24 - 30           36 - 45

7.  AZ, NM, OK, TX                                 3 - 2             11 - 11          20 - 20           24 - 24           30 - 32

8.  CO, ID, MT, NV, ND, OR, SD, UT,   2 - 3             9 - 9              15 - 16           19 - 22           27 - 34

           WA, WY

9.  CA                                                         2 - 3            8 - 9              14 - 16           21 - 27           35 - 48

10.  Alaska                                                   4 - 4             5 - 8               8 - 14            10 - 16           13 - 19

11.  Hawaii                                                   2 - 2             4 - 3              6 - 8                 7 - 9              8 -  11

12.  Puerto Rico                                           2 - 2             4 - 5              5 - 9                6 - 10             7 - 13

Look at the point schedules for Division 6 and Division 8.   Do you think that  the exhibitors in Division  8 have an equal number of choices of  dog shows to attend on a given weekend that are accessible within a 250 mile range or do they have to travel across states and many miles to attend shows?   Usually a low number of states in a division indicates that there are many shows available to the exhibitors on a given weekend.  And that not all exhibitor must compete against each other every weekend, competing for the same points.   Division 6 has 70 all-breed shows in 6 states and division 8 has 71 shows in 10 states.  Many  clubs give two shows a year.

According to Sharon Parrish who gave a talk during the ASSA Symposium this year on the point schedule.  The AKC has a formula for deciding on how to make the awarding of points fair

1.  95% of all shows  in a division will be at least 1 point shows (5% will not qualify for points)

2.  2 points will be set midway between 1 and 3 point breaks

3.  3 points will be as close as possible to 18%, not to exceed 20% . 18 - 20 % of the shows will be majors. 3, 4, or 5 championship points

4.  4 points will be set at approximately 35% of difference between 3 and 5 point breaks

5.  5 points will be no more that 2% of the shows.

 An example of how this is determined is:

                 if 4 dogs is 1 point and 20 is the bottom of 3 points the half way point of 4 -20 will be the 2 point

                                     4 - 12 - 20      (4 to 12 is 8 and 12 to 20 is 8)

                 If 45 dogs is then the 2% place  for total entry for one year that and above will be the 5 point major. We then figure 35% of the distance from 20 to 45 will be the 4 point major

                                   20       to      45  - the difference is 25,   so  35% of 25 is 8.75 +20 is 28.75 or round up to 29 so a 4 point major would be 29 dogs.

               Final breakdown for dogs would be 

                     4 dogs =1 point, 12 = 2 points,  20= 3 points,  29 = 4 points, and 45 = 5 points

                        bitches points would go through the same formula

The AKC groups the continental states to insure each division has :

1.  Approximately 100 all-breed shows ( Specialty shows were not included because number of shows varies too much from breed to breed.)

2.  At least 100,000 dogs competing at these shows

3.    Note Separate divisions for Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico

When we look at a judging schedule we can immediately determine what the probable points available to the Winners dog and Winners bitch if all entered dogs are present.   Absentees can really mess up the possible number of points and if you are the one who breaks a major you can count on you fellow exhibitors not being real happy with you.  Yes, we all have times we can come due to illness or other problems, but please be considerate and try to show up when you enter.  Breaking the major probably won’t stop you competitors dog from finishing, it will just be in the classes longer as your competition.

Here is a little quiz to test your knowledge of how points are awarded.

 Remember:

  You only get points for the actual dogs defeated.  Absentees and dogs excused or disqualified don’t count

   If you go Best of winners you get the points of the opposite sex if it is more, but they are not added to your points they  are just instead of your points.

   If you go Best of breed you can add the number of Champions defeated to your number defeated and if it raises you to another point level you get that level of points.

   If you go Best of Opposite Sex you can add the number of champions of that same sex to your points schedule to raise your point total, but not the number of champions of the sex of the Best of Breed winner.

   If Winner dog or Winners bitch goes best of breed that dog may add to number of Champions entered and shown in the Best of Breed competition to the number of dogs defeated to determine their point level

