Programs-in-a-box – Supporting the Standard

Objectives:

· Review the parts of the Standard of our breed

· Physical activity that demonstrates the importance of everyone working together.

Supplies:

· Copy the breed Standard off the AKC or ASSA Web site.

· Bring two Balloons in case one breaks

· Create a big ball of yarn by tying several skeins of yarn together and wrapping it into a ball about the size of a cantaloupe

Activity

    Cut the breed standard into sections. You usually can do this easily by cutting between sections that deal with various portions of the standard. ie. General appearance, body, eyes, gait, etc.

    Pass out a section to each person attending the meeting.

    Give them five minutes to review the concept and terms in their section.

    Have everyone stand in a big circle without their paper with the Standard fragment.

    Give one person the ball of yarn.

    Without looking at their piece of paper, have them repeat one concept of the standard from their section and then toss the ball of yarn across the circle to someone opposite them. They must hold on to the beginning end of the ball of yarn.

     The next person recites a phrase they remember from their portion of the standard and then tosses the ball across to another person while holding on to their end of the string of yarn.

     The third person recites a phrase from what they remember from their section and tosses the ball while retaining the end of their yarn segment.

     Repeat this process until everyone in the circle has had the ball of yarn at least once.

     The last person may drop the ball of yarn at their feet. Everyone holds their yarn.

     The moderator picks up the inflated and tied off balloon and tells everyone this represents all 90 sentences in the Standard. The balloon is then tossed into the center of the web of yarn. It is the circle’s members responsibility to try to keep the balloon from falling through the cracks in the web we have created. When (If) the balloon does slip out of the web the moderator asks everyone what we can do to try to keep the balloon from falling. (Usually everyone automatically tights up the circle and takes up the slack) Then the moderator tosses the balloon back onto the web and the circle members are to try to maintain its position on top of the web. If it falls through, repeat a tighter web and toss the balloon in again. 

   Within 2-3 tries most groups are able to create a tight enough web to support the balloon (standard).

   Ask: What does it take for a group of breeders to support the Standard in our area?

       Best responses:

          Working together

          Sharing responsibility

          Creating a tight community

