ASSA Educational Program –Do Pictures Tell The Story – Jan Leonard

Objectives:

1. Point out the value of dog pictures in examining the quality of the dog

2. Determining what constitutes a good picture

3. Does the picture you are going to use in an ad indicate the true virtues of the dog

Points to cover:

1 Discuss the reasons to research a picture – advertise a win, promote a stud dog, announce a litter from a particular breeding, place the dog in the historical Handbook, etc.

2. Find the best picture of a particular dog. Use sources like ASSA Handbook, breed magazines, all breed magazines, owner’s pictures. Etc. 

a. For body analysis try to get a picture of the dog in profile, not ¾ view

b. For head analysis try to get a profile and a more head on view.

c. These pictures should be of good quality (not fuzzy) with the dog groomed and attentive.

d. 8x10 the best, but small works too as long as you can see details of the head and body.

3. Make good black and white copies of these photos

4. Take the side profile picture of the dog and place it on another white sheet of paper with a piece of carbon paper between the sheets of paper.

5. Trace around the complete outline of the dog. Lift off the picture and look at the outline you have created. Does it look slightly longer than tall at the withers? Measure it with a ruler. Does it look balanced? Does the head appear too large or too small for the body? Does the neck lift the dog’s head above the level of the back or does there appear to be no neck? 

6. Go back to your Xerox copy of the original dog. Place your pencil or pen at the back of the front paw where it contacts the ground. With a ruler draw a line straight up through the picture of the dog. Did the line cross the dog’s upper shoulder blade or did it go up through the neck or the ear or even the eye? In order for the dog to have a good shoulder layback and return of upper arm equal to the length of the shoulder blade the rear of the foot should line up with the area near the top of the shoulder blade. When that line is forward of this desired location it indicates that the dog is lacking in shoulder and upper arm angulation.

7. Place your pencil at the front tip of the rear toes and draw a line straight up with your ruler. Does the line appear to cross the rearmost tip of the bone of the pelvis. If it does the dog is probably standing correctly (not with it’s rear legs under the body Or too far back due to being too long in stifle.)

8. Measure the height of the hock from the pads to the hock joint. Does this appear to be 1/3 or less of the total height of the rear of the dog. Hocks that appear taller or coming close to ½ the height of the dog are going to create rear movement problems.

9. Try to determine the length of the ribs by looking at the lay of the hair. This is easier to see in short-coated dogs or out of coat dogs. The length of the dog should be in the front and rear angulation and length of ribs, not in length of loin.

10. With your ruler draw a line along the top of the dog from approximately where the neck joins the shoulder area and continue that line beyond the croup and tail set. Do not follow the hair; just make a straight line through the hair. Does the topline appear fairly level with maybe the appearance of a slight raise over the loin? Does the topline appear to begin rising at the shoulder and continue to rise to the end of the dog? Does the topline fall away as the line travels the length of the dog? Does the dog appear to have a rounded croup or does it seem to run on flat and then suddenly stop with a drop of the tail. Or maybe it starts to fall away early with a steep drop of the croup. Proper rear angulation starts with a correct topline and croup.

11. Find what appears to be the tip of the tail…go back up the tail an inch or so to account for hair and see if you think the amount of tail hair indicates that the tail bone is long enough to reach or go beyond the hock joint. Deciding the correct length of tail is a little harder from a picture, but a short tail can often be determined.

12. Look at the part of the picture that is the head. Take you ruler and put the edge along the line that indicates the top skull. Does the top line of the muzzle appear to be in that same line, but at a lower level. If it appears to fall away or tip up the head does not have parallel planes. Measure from the inside corner of the eye to the tip of the muzzle and measure that same distance from the corner of the eye toward the back of the skull. Do they appear to make the head look even in proportion or is there more back skull apparent when you have drawn the line the same distance as the muzzle.(Discount the amount of hair brushed up on the neck and around the ears. Look at the flat skull bone.)  Draw a line up from the very end most point of the lower jaw at the lip line. Does that intersect with the base of the nose? If it does the lower jaw should be correct in length.  If it crosses the nose closer to the tip of the nose this dog may have too much underjaw and may have a bite problem.

13. Measure the depth of the skull from the top of the skull in front of the ears to bottom of the jaw line if it is apparent in this picture. Measure from the top of the muzzle behind the nose to the bottom of the jawline directly down from this point behind the nose. Draw a line along the top two points and a line along the bottom two points. Do these lines gradually widen in a long wedge? Do these lines widen quickly to create a thicker wedge? Our standard calls for a long blunt wedge tapering slightly from the ears to the nose. Continue the lines out in front of the nose until they meet. Now draw a line down from the tip of the nose across the front of the jaw and lips. Look at the wedge you have created of this dog’s head. Does it appear to be a long blunt wedge?

Homework:

   Go home and take a picture of your dog in absolute profile. Make a Xerox copy so you can mark right on the picture.

   Apply the above techniques to the evaluation of this dog and his or her picture.

   Decide if this is how you want others to evaluate your dog when he or she appears in your ad. Does he have the virtues you need in your breeding program? Will other be looking for these virtues in you Sheltie?

