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Objectives:

These are short 5 - 10-minute discussions on small portions of the standard. The objective is that over the course of a year or two your club has reviewed the standard and presented to all in attendance a clearer picture of what the sentences and phrases in the standard actually mean.

Tools:

  A groomed sheltie of good type, especially in the area to be discussed

  A Grooming table so the dog is visible to the entire room.

  A copy of the Standard

  Other tools may be mentioned in the section selected for discussion

Procedure:

  Place the dog on the table.

  Quote the portion of the Standard that describes the part of the Standard on which you are going to focus.

  Discuss the portion of the Standard and point out the features on the dog that emulate those words.

1. Expression – Contours and chiseling of the head, shape, set and use of the ears, the placement, shape and color of the eyes combine to produce expression.  Normally expression should be alert, gentle, intelligent and questioning. Toward strangers the eyes should show watchfulness and reserve, but no fear.
Expression and head type are major factors in defining breed type and should be high on your list of must haves when selecting a Sheltie in the terms of the Standard. Discuss what the contours and chiseling means in reference to the form of the head. Use two or three different shelties to point out the aspects of eye placement and size, ear size in relation to head, points where chiseling is important and the actual look in a sheltie’s eyes.

2. Eyes – “ Medium size with dark almond –shaped rims, set somewhat obliquely in the skull. Color must be dark, with blue or merle eyes permissible in blue merles only.  Faults: Light, round, large or too small. Prominent haws.
      Discuss and describe every phrase and word meaning. Draw examples for medium, Almond – shaped rims, and what is obliquely. Placing the eyes at a slight angle in the skull.

      Oblique set allows for a wide field of vision.

      Discuss why each description is essential part of good Sheltie expression.

      Blue eyes in anything other than a blue merle or bi blue is not permissible. According to the dictionary permissible means – allowable, tolerable – not permissible means not allowed, not tolerated.

3. Ears – small and flexible, placed high, carried three-fourths erect, with tips breaking forward. When in repose the ears fold lengthwise and are thrown back into the frill.  Faults:  Set too low. Hound, prick, bat, twisted ears. Leather too thick or too thin.

The correct size and placement of ears is critical to true Sheltie expression. Ears set low on the head or that display the other faults mentioned reduce the effectiveness of a soft Sheltie expression.

Demonstrate what is actually 3/4ths of the ear by measuring the ear from base to tip with a small ruler on the back of the ear. Do not put it in the ear canal. View a number of dog’s ears that are present to see how different they are.

Place a dog with good ears and expression on the table facing the audience. After letting them see the head and expression with correct ears. Stand behind the dog and change his ear tip with your hands to demonstrate the various faults so they can see how it changes the dog’s look.

4. Head – should be refined and its shape when viewed from the top or side should be a long blunt wedge tapering slightly from ears to nose.

Show and discuss a dog with a clean back skull and correct depth of back skull. Point out the clean wedge without flaring skull or prominent zygomatic arches on the side of the skull.  Point out that the back skull merges smoothly into a full rounded muzzle. 

Show a dog that is lacking and point out why – such as lacking in muzzle, too deep in back skull, flaring back skull, concave areas in the back skull or muzzle, etc.

5. Skull and muzzle - Top of skull should be flat, showing no prominence at nuchal crest (the top of the occiput) Cheeks should be flat and should merge smoothly into a well-rounded muzzle. Skull and muzzle should be of equal length, balance point being inner corner of eye. In profile the top line of the skull should parallel the top line of the muzzle, but on a higher plane due to the presence of a slight but definite stop. Jaws clean and powerful. The deep, well-developed underjaw, rounded at the chin, should extend to the base of the nostril. Nose must be black, Lips tight, Upper and lower lips must meet and fit smoothly together all the way around. Teeth level and evenly spaced. Scissors bite.  Faults: Two angled head. Too prominent stop, or no stop. Overfill below, between or above eyes. Prominent nuchal crest. Domed skull. Prominent cheekbones. Snipey muzzle. Short, receding, or shallow underjaw, lacking breadth and depth. Overshot or undershot, missing or crooked teeth. Teeth visible when mouth is closed.
Using a dog with a good head point out the areas mention in this paragraph. Especially point out measuring the balance of the head – Nose to inner corner of the eye and inner corner of the eye to top of skull length. An easy way to demonstrate the flat planes of top of skull and top of muzzle is to lay a ruler on the top of the skull and view from the side to see if the top of the muzzle is on the same plane or if it falls away or tips up. 

  Place your finger of the end of the underjaw and determine if the underjaw reaches the base of the nostril. If it reaches the tip of the nose it is too long and the dog could be undershot. If it lacks reaching the base of the nose the dog may lack underjaw and have a sharky appearance and may be overshot.

  Discuss correct scissors bite, undershot, overshot, number of teeth and correct placement and size. Include correct lips with no teeth showing when the mouth is closed.

6.Neck – should be muscular, arched and of sufficient length to carry the head proudly.

The proper length of neck is crucial to the dog’s appearance of balance. Likewise it is a strong indicator of the correct placement and slope of shoulder and shoulder angulation.  All necks have seven vertebrae. Many dogs that appear to have short necks actually are compromised by a more upright shoulder that covers up one or more neck vertebrae. The more upright shoulder hinders the dog’s ability to reach with its front leg and lower it’s head properly for correct front movement.

      Demonstrate length of neck and well laid back shoulder on a Sheltie. Place your   hand at the top of the neck. Take your other hand and follow the curve of the neck until it intersects with the shoulder blade at the withers. Does the dog have arch, muscle and proper length? Do the same with a dog that appears to be short of neck. Do not let coat and grooming mask the actual neck properties. Neck muscles are important as a smooth transition from crest of the neck down into the shoulders. They provide the support for the head, flexibility and ability to reach the head forward and even down.  To lift and carry, to move and turn quickly.

    7.Body – Chest should be deep, the brisket reaching to the point of the elbow. The ribs should be well sprung, but flattened at their lower half to allow free play of the forelegs and shoulder. Abdomen moderately tucked up.

The deepest point of the rib cage should reach the point of the elbow. The deep rib cavity and well-sprung ribs allows for endurance space for the heart and lungs.  The ribs curve out to allow heart and lung space, but flatten down in the lower chest so the upper arm and legs can move smoothly along the ribs. Therefore the legs, elbows, and upper arms do not have to move wide, which is a tiring motion and a waste of efficiency

8. Back, topline, croup and tail – Back level and strongly muscled. There shall be a slight arch at the loin and the croup should slope gradually to the rear. Hipbone should be set at a 30-degree angle to the spine. Tail should be sufficiently long so that when laid along the back edge of the hind leg, the last vertebrae will reach the hock joint.

The back is from behind the shoulder blades to the loin. This area should appear to be level (flat).  The loin starts at an area that correlates to the juncture of the last rib attaching to the spine. The loin ends at the juncture of the spine to the hipbones. This area should be slightly arched to allow for the flexibility the dog needs for proper movement and turning. The croup, which follows the set of the hipbones, (pelvis) is ideally set at 30 degrees to allow for correct rear leg function. The ability to reach under the body and allow full extension back during a stride is aided by the correct slope of the pelvis. Dogs with a steeper slope like a Whippet uses that angle plus the higher arch of the loin to achieve the greyhound type ability to run. Dogs with a flatter croup, as in many Terriers, allows for the higher tail set and shorter drive in the rear.
   9.Forequarters – From the withers the shoulder blades should slope at a 45-degree angle forward and downward to the shoulder joints. At the withers they are separated only by the vertebrae, but they must slope outward sufficiently to accommodate the desired spring of rib.  The upper arm should join the shoulder blade at as nearly as possible a right angle. Elbow joint should be equidistant from the ground and the withers. Forelegs are straight when viewed from all angles, muscular and clean, and of strong bone. Pasterns very strong, sinewy and flexible. Dewclaws may be removed. Faults: Insufficient angulation between shoulder and upper arm. Upper arm too short. Lack of downward slope of shoulders. Loose shoulders. Turning in or out of elbows. Crooked legs, Light bone.

Discuss terminology and placement – withers, vertebrae, shoulder blades, upper arm, elbow, and foreleg.

Define with hands the 45-degree angle with the hands. Use a sheet of paper to define and demonstrate the 90-degree or right angle. Place it on the dog’s shoulder/upper arm area. 

Discuss the outward slope of the shoulder blades from the withers essential to the correct placement of the upper arm, elbows and straight front legs and allow for the correct spring of ribs.  Upright shoulder blades and/or upper arms that are too short to correctly slope back so the elbow is directly under the top of the correct shoulder interfere with correct front movement and the dog’s ability to reach the front foot out to the area of a straight line drawn down from the tip of the nose.

To help the Sheltie maintain correct balance the equal distance from the foot to the elbow and the elbow to the wither is critical to also evaluating if the sheltie is also correctly moderately longer than tall.

Pasterns that are strong, sinewy and flexible with a slight angle of the pastern from the leg to the foot allows for the “shock absorbing” effect for the Sheltie’s long efficient stride.

Review faults.

9. Hindquarters – The thigh should be broad and muscular.  The thighbone should be set into the pelvis at a right angle corresponding to the angle of the shoulder blade and upper arm.  Stifle bones join the thighbone and should be distinctly angled at the stifle joint. The overall length of the stifle should at least equal the length of the thighbone, and preferably should slightly exceed it. Hock joint should be clean-cut, angular, and sinewy with good bone and strong ligamentation. The Hock (metatarsus) should be short and straight when viewed from all angles. Dewclaws should be removed.  Faults: Narrow thighs. Cow hocks. Hocks turning out. Poorly defined hocks joint.

The hindquarters are the propulsion systems for a dog. A correctly constructed rear provides the drive needed so the dog can efficiently move and do the work it was designed to do. Any bone that is out of balance or alignment with the other bones as described in the standard will limit the dog’s efficient movement.

Using a live dog discuss the actual position of the pelvis, thigh, stifle (both bones) and the hock joint and metatarsus down to the toes.

Discuss the fact that proper length and angles of these bones allow smooth effective movement.  Too long, too short or improper angles between these bones limit the dog’s ability to perform the long stride need to match the proper reach of the front assembly. A dog that is out of balance front to rear or within the front or rear assembly can not be the balanced dog called for at the very beginning of our Standard.

10.Coat - The coat should be double, the outer coat consisting of long, straight, harsh hair; the undercoat short, furry, and so dense as to give the entire coat its “standoff” quality. The hair on face, tips of the ears and feet should be smooth. Mane and frill should be abundant, and particularly impressive in males. The forelegs well feathered, the hind legs heavily so, but smooth below the hock joint. Hair on tail profuse. Note: Excess hair on ears, feet, and on hocks may be trimmed for the show ring.  Faults – Coat short or flat, in whole or in part; wavy, curly, soft or silky. Lack of undercoat. Smooth-coated specimens.

Bring dogs to the meeting that have correct coat in length, texture and amount. Be sure everyone feels a coat that is harsh in texture.  Also bring one or two dogs that have soft coats or are shedding or out of coat to demonstrate these conditions. Discuss the negative effects of grooming products on the judge’s ability to properly determine the proper coat texture. The judge may excuse or ignore a dog with products in the coat to alter the texture. Discuss the negative effect of sculpting the coat as it removes the harsh tips of the coat and can affect the overall color. Demonstrate the allowed trimming of the ears, feet and hocks. 

11. Coat – Black, blue merle and sable (ranging from golden through mahogany); marked with varying amounts of white and/or tan. Faults – Rustiness in a black coat or a blue coat. Washed-out or degenerate colors, such as pale sable and faded blue. Self-color in the case of blue merle, that is, without any merling or mottling and generally appearing as a faded or dilute tri-color. Conspicuous white body spots. Specimens with more than 50 percent white shall be so severely penalized as to effectively eliminate them from competition. DISQUALIFICATION – Brindle.

If dogs of all acceptable colors are not available, bring clear color pictures of Shelties displaying good color representation. If available pictures can also be used to show the faults in colors and patterns. There will most likely be discussion of how one determines the faults as stated in the Standard. It is important to point out that the Standard states very clearly what is allowed. Key words in the faults section will help with further discussion and explanation:

             Rustiness is any brown shaded hairs in the black areas of the dog

             Merling or mottling is small black areas, not large patches of black

             Conspicuous means readily observed – obvious, you can see it

             50 percent white refers to the entire Sheltie not just the area from the  withers to the tail and the elbows to the hocks.

             Eliminate from competition means it cannot come back and compete for Reserve.

         Use the color picture chart (included in this book) to refer to examples of correct color.

12. Gait- The trotting gait of the Shetland Sheepdog should denote effortless speed and smoothness. There should be no jerkiness, nor stiff, stilted, up-and-down movement. The drive should be from the rear, true and straight, dependent upon correct angulation, musculation and ligamentation of the entire hindquarter, thus allowing the dog to reach well under his body with his hind foot and propel himself forward. Reach of stride of the foreleg is dependent upon correct angulation, musculation and ligamentation of the forequarters, together with the correct width of chest and construction of the rib cage. The foot should be lifted only enough to clear the ground as the leg swings forward. Viewed from the front, both forelegs and hindlegs should move forward almost perpendicular to the ground at the walk, slanting a little inward at a slow trot, until at a swift trot the feet are brought so far inward toward center line of body that the tracks left show two parallel lines of footprints actually touching a center line at their inner edges. There should be no crossing of the feet nor throwing of the weight from side to side.  FAULTS – Stiff, short steps with a choppy, jerky movement. Mincing steps, with a hopping up and down, or a balancing of weight from side to side (often erroneously admired as a “dancing gait” but permissible in young puppies). Lifting of front feet in hackney-like action, resulting in loss of speed and energy. Pacing gait.

              Whole books have been written about correct gait. At this session on discussing the Standard it is important to just review the wording, be sure everyone understands the terms used in describing Sheltie movement and demonstrate by moving two or three good moving Shelties.  A good exercise for demonstrating how a dog moves is to stand a dog in a puddle of water and then trot him out onto dry pavement where you have drawn a line with chalk to show a centerline under the dog. Try to keep the dog moving down the chalk line. Go back and examine the footprints of the dog to see how the dog converged to the center line as his speed increased. Now move a dog with less ability to converge through the water and down the line. Also count the number of step it took for each dog to cover a certain distance. The dog with the more correct reach and drive will take few steps to cover the distance. The dog who moves more correctly with fewer steps is the most efficient mover and will not tire easily, therefore making him more able to do the work.

13. Temperament– The Shetland Sheepdog is intensely loyal, affectionate and responsive to his owner. However, he may be reserved toward strangers, but not to the point of showing fear or cringing in the ring. FAULTS – Shyness, timidity, or nervousness. Stubbornness, snappiness, or ill temper.

Evaluating temperament is essential for preserving the Sheltie as the loving companion and watchful guardian of his domain.  Most Shelties, even our show dogs, are kept as companions and a stable temperament is a must if an enjoyable relationship is to exist. A Sheltie puppy or adult should never be aggressive or difficult. They should accept direction from their masters, learn quickly, and accept strangers in situations taught by their owners.

  Young dogs should accept being held on their backs in secure arms with little resistance or struggling.  Showing fear, constant struggling or going stiff shows lack of trust and a probable resistance to training. Shelties are notorious for going through a stage around 6 – 10 months where temperaments can be altered for life by poor or bad experiences. Socialization throughout their first 18 months of life is very important, but you must control these experiences and know when to remove a Sheltie from an iffy situation.  Breeding from Shelties that cannot handle normal everyday occurrences will not improve the breed.  

14. SCALE OF POINTS – 

               General appearance

                     Symmetry.……………………..10

                     Temperament…………………..10

                     Coat……………………………..5     25

               Head

                      Skull…………………………….5

                      Muzzle…………………………..5

                      Eyes, ears and expression……...10   20

               Body

                      Neck and Back………………….5

                      Chest, ribs and brisket………….10

                      Loin, croup and tail……………..5    20

               Forequarters

                      Shoulder………………..………10

                      Forelegs and feet………………...5    15

               Hindquarters

                      Hip, thigh and stifle…………….10

                      Hocks and feet…………………..5     15

               Gait

                      Gait – smoothness and lack of

                      Waste motion when trotting…….5       5
Total…………………………………………….100

                 The Scale of Points is an important portion of our Standard because it delineates the areas and gives them a level of importance to those trying to understand the Sheltie Standard. For example if you add up the points for symmetry, body, forequarters, hindquarters and gait you have 65 % of the available points. That tells our judges that we value the structure and movement of the sheltie as defined in the Standard.  We only give 5 points to coat and that includes more than just amount. It includes texture, correct length for the stand off quality and the color. Yes, the head is important as it is vital to the correct look of the sheltie.  Type is defined by all the points of the Standard.

15. Disqualifications -:

              Heights below or above the desired size range i.e. 13 – 16 inches.

              Brindle Color.

      Demonstrate measuring correctly an adult sheltie and taking weekly measurements on puppies,

       Show a brindle colored dog of any of the breeds where brindle is acceptable. This is not an acceptable color in shelties and if seen probably denotes mixed breeding in this animal.

