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Objectives – 

1. Provide the basic information of factors affecting the health of your breeding stock.

2. What testing should be done on breeding stock?

3. Temperament testing and importance

4. Housing and environmental factors, feed and supplements.

5. Shipping the dog or bitch.

6. Shipping semen and vet assistance.

Points to cover – 

1. Testing – eyes – CERF; hips – OFA, Pennhip; Thyroid, Brucellosis, VWD. DM(when available)

2. Evaluating the dog and bitch for general health issues, ie, dental, eyes, ears, temperature, skin health, parasites, wormed, shots current prior to bitch’s season, check for any things that could be sources of infection.

3. Kennel facilities, clean, disease free, secure, sanitized, 

4. Where will bitch or dog be kept while in residence – safety measures, keep separate from other stock, will not be out of your care except for shipping.

5. Shipping – Double and triple check latches and bolts on CLEAN cage. Arrive early; stay till plane leaves the ground. Call to say she is on her way and supposed to arrive at ___. Require call when bitch arrives. 

6. Cage should have owner’s name, address and phone number on cage in permanent marker.  Two water bowls attached is required by airlines. NEVER open a cage at the airport. Only when home is a safe fenced area or kennel room, even with your own dog.

7. Owner of stud dog should regularly check his genital health and sperm count.

8. Supplements – bitch needs good vitamins prior to breeding and calcium supplement until through nursing.

9. After whelping (and sometimes during if needed for energy) a light feeding will help – cottage cheese, chicken broth home cooked to avoid extra salt, yogurt, etc can help with bitch’s energy level.

10. Watch for mastitis – express milk if the bitch has too much for the number of puppies. If breasts get hard, warm wet clothes can be used to help soften and express the milk. Check all breasts several times a day.

Activity:

1. Create a worksheet for one of your dogs. Included Name, birth date, AKC Number, sire, dam, breeder, veterinarian’s name and phone number, shot record, blood work results, breeding records, vet visits (what for and results) ***/*dental, surgeries, etc.

Homework:

     2. Create a record sheet or folder for each dog in your care.

