                           ASSA Educational Programs – Blind Man’s Bluff

Objectives:

   To help attendees develop a feel for what is correct in aspects of the standard.

    To concentrate on what your hands are telling you, not your eyes.

Equipment:

     Three grooming tables

     Three examiners – select knowledgeable people the first time around

     Three guides – help the examiner move from table to table…but say nothing

      Six Shelties with handlers – shelties of various qualities

Activity:

     Have the guides blindfold the three examiners

     Bring in six dogs and handlers.

     Put a dog on each table. Select at random, but be sure one dog has good quality in the part of the dog they are going to examine while blindfolded.

     Select a part of the dog and announce that the three examiners are to go over each dog and evaluate that part according to the wording in the Standard, which is read at this time.

     The guides lead each examiner to each dog as they rotate between tables.

     After all three have examined all three dogs and while still blindfolded each examiner whispers their choice for best of that trait and why to their guide.

     Guide leads their examiner to stand in front of the dog they selected. Blindfolds are removed and the guide reveals why this examiner choose this dog.

      You can have a question and answer time between sets.

   Next Set:

      Select three more examiners and guides

      Blindfolds on and set three dogs on the tables 

      Announce a new trait and repeat the process.

      Repeat until everyone has had a chance to be an examiner at least once.

Possible traits to use:

    Back skull                             depth of chest

    Height to length        
  coat quality

    Depth of back skull              length of loin

    Length of tail                        ear size and break

    Shoulder angulation              neck length and arch

    Amount of bone                    rear angulation

    Hock height                          set of croup and set of tail

    Add any traits you wish to use from the Standard

End the program with a discussion on the importance of training your hands to feel for valued traits and to visualize what you are feeling. Relate that a judge must do this over and over in entries of each breed and keep this information straight in their mind while making decisions based of the virtues of each dog.

