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Objectives:

1. Develop an understanding of what your vet’s expenses are to provide services.

2. Give members information on how to select a veterinarian

3. What can the client do to educate yourself and make it easier for the vet during diagnosis?

4. Emergencies

5. Basic First Aid

Points to cover:

      1.How to interview a vet, i.e. Years as a vet, specialties, views on surgery, euthanasia, prices, recognizing your ability to do some of your own administering drugs and/or aid.

      2. Tour hospital for cleanliness, proper medicine storage, staff adequate, kennel areas, surgery, etc. 

      3. Educate yourself, learn to take and read temps, record symptoms accurately so you can relay to the vet, learn uses for common medications, good record keeping, giving shots. Regular brushing and skin exam can head off expensive vet bills if conditions are found early.

      4. After Hour emergencies – know where the closest 24-hour facility is. Visit it once to be sure you want to go there. Call and speak clearly about the symptoms and situation.

Activity:

      1.Develop a health folder for your dog.

       2. Record by month and year all health issues, shots, vet visits, litters, stud services, etc.

       3. Demonstrate how to take temp, check gums, express anal glands, clean teeth between dental visits, and any other basic health checks such as nails and feet.

 Homework:

     1. Create a health record for each dog in your care.    

      2. Take and record your dog’s temperature 3 or 4 times when he appears to be well so you will know what is normal for that dog.

